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19th July 2017 
   
    

Dear Parent/Carer, 
  
  
   

As we approach the end of another academic year and the start of the 6 week holiday period, I would like to thank you 
all for your continued support of both the school and your child.  Hopefully, you and your child are beginning to see the 
positive impact of some of the improvements we have made to the school and procedures.   
  
 
   

The new House system has had a very positive impact on behaviour and attendance and our school community has 
embraced the idea of treating one another with RESPECT (the essence of our behaviour policy).  We have celebrated 
our House system with a week of competitions where pupils were afforded the opportunity to compete for their 
Houses in the Eisteddfod and Sports Day.  Cadrawd House was the overall winner thanks to outstanding performances 
at Sports Day. 
  
 
   

We introduced ‘Show My Homework’ in a bid to improve pupils’ independent learning and develop in them good study 
habits.  Early indicators suggest that this has been extremely effective and well used at KS4, but that we need to 
improve its use in Years 7-9.  We continue to develop independent study habits in school with the provision of 
upgraded facilities to support our learners at all stages.  We have completed our new library, the conference suite - 
which is a supervised study area - and our new coffee shop - ‘The Gallery’.  This is our newest venue where staff and 6th 
form students can choose to work together in a more relaxed and less formal learning environment. 
  
 
   

Thanks to parents, pupils, staff and governors who completed our on-line uniform consultation.  Our agreed uniform is 
now compulsory for all pupils in Years 7-11 from September 2017.  This is as follows: 
  
  
   

Girls/Boys: 

 New school tie (clip on) with house colour diamond. 

 Black v-necked jumper or cardigan with school logo (now compulsory). 

 White shirt. 

 Black skirt/formal trousers (leggings or jeans are not acceptable). 

 Black socks/tights. 

 Black low-heeled shoes. 
  
 
   

The following rules will also apply to uniform: 

 No jewellery should be worn, apart from a plain ear stud in each ear and a watch.  In practical subjects, all jewellery 
must be removed for health and safety reasons. 

 Hairstyles should conform to what the school considers reasonable.  Natural hair colour is expected and no patterns 
should be shaved into hairstyles. 

 A plain dark coat should be worn as outdoor clothing.  Tracksuit tops, hoodies and hats are not allowed within the 
school buildings. 

  
 
   

Please be aware that the new school tie needs to be worn and jumpers/cardigans with the new school logo are now a 
compulsory part of our school uniform.  I will also add a polite reminder that hoodies are not a suitable alternative to 
coats (particularly given Maesteg’s wet weather) and should never be worn inside the school building.  Hoodies worn 
inside the school building will be confiscated from pupils and collected at the end of the school day. 
  
 
   

The 6th form students voted to adopt a new school uniform which they felt suited their more ‘professional’ role in the 
school.  Their uniform now consists of a new grey 6th form tie and a grey blazer which will be compulsory for the new 
Year 12 students but optional for Year 13 students this year only. 

Cont… 
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The new 6th form team will be proudly led by our recently appointed Head Boy - Evan John, Head Girl - Caitlin Davies, 
their deputies, Sam Meek and Kayla Smith, and a very skilled loyal team of senior prefects (full details of this team can 
be seen on the school website). 
  
 
 

As many of you may now be aware, it is our intention to impose a whole school ban on mobile phones from September 
2017.  This decision has been taken in order to continue to improve our children’s health and wellbeing; to protect 
them from the horrible impact of cyber-bullying whist they are in school; to improve educational standards by 
removing the constant distractions that mobile phones pose; and to exist in a physical real world rather than a virtual 
one.  There are further details of this research and a recorded interview with me and members of our school BBC 
Schoolnews crew available on the school website if this would be of further interest to you or your child. 
 
 
 

I am extremely proud of the children of Maesteg School.  They continue to impress me with their willingness to support 
one another, to work hard and to give of their very best.  As parents you can and should be proud of their varied and 
many achievements whether that be in terms of representing their House, completing the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, setting a school record at Sports Day, earning an excellent school report or being a thoroughly decent human 
being.  They have earned themselves this summer break and our exam students and staff thoroughly deserve every 
success this August. 
  
 
 

May you all enjoy a happy, restful and safe summer holiday.  I look forward to welcoming pupils on Wednesday, 
September 6th. 
 

 

Best wishes, 

  
Mrs H Jones 

Headteacher 

 


