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22nd September 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As we slowly begin to accept the new world we live in, I intend to keep updating you as often as 
possible so that key messages reach you and our community.  I must start by thanking our children 
and young people for adapting to our new ‘Covid Rules’ and procedures and their commitment to 
keeping Maesteg School as safe as we can.  I am humbled by how they have accepted a world of 
masks, 2 metres, walking on the left, ‘bubbles’ and constant use of sanitiser/hand washing!  Despite 
the concerns that we all have about the restrictions these rules may place on our children, they are 
accepting, compliant and above all pleasant and polite. You should all be very proud.  
 
Outdoors 
We have been very lucky to have enjoyed some lovely weather over the last two weeks, but it is 
likely that this will not continue.   Can I please remind parents of the need for children to wear a coat 
over the next few days as they will be expected to be outside for their break and lunchtimes.  
Outdoors is still the safest place for our children where they can be a little less restricted and enjoy 
being children.   
 
Masks 
In light of the recent local lockdown, Bridgend Council have now made the wearing of masks 
mandatory on school transport as of 6:00pm this evening.  All children who travel on school 
transport must wear masks from Wednesday 23rd September. 
 
Test Results 
As a school we are very grateful to our parents who have been religiously keeping us informed of 
absences, symptoms and concerns.  We keep a log of all pupils who are self-isolating either because 
they have developed Covid-like symptoms or share a household with someone who has.  Where this 
is the case, pupils can only return to school when they have received a negative test result Or they 
have completed their 10/14 day isolation period.  A copy of the negative test result will be required 
by the school to enable the child to return safely.  
 
I appreciate the frustration that parents experience when they are contacted by the school as their 
child has developed ‘Covid-like’ symptoms during the school day.  This is particularly challenging for 
working parents or for those who do not have transport.  Although we empathise, we cannot 
apologise for this as we are operating under very strict guidelines which insist that we follow all 
procedures to keep every child safe.  Please be assured that we have refined our processes to make 
sure that we have a period of observation/monitoring before we are satisfied that a child is 
displaying symptoms as defined in the updated guidance from Public Health Wales.  Please, please in 
the current climate, do not send your child to school if they are unwell.  We are not medical 
practitioners and when children are coughing for more than an hour and display a temperature, we 
are duty-bound to follow the Public Health Wales guidance and send them home to self-isolate.   
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We are all working to ensure that your children can continue their education in school so that they 
have access to their friends, their teachers and some sense of ‘normality’ which is what we all crave 
at the moment.  Please continue to communicate with us – we won’t always get things right but I am 
sure that if we continue to work together as a community we can make our children’s experiences as 
happy, healthy and successful as they deserve to be. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support.  Keep safe and keep in touch. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Helen Jones (Headteacher) 
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